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PSYCHIATRY IN WORLD
WAR I AND WORLD WAR II

AN ATTEMPT to compare the psychiatric aspects of World Wars I and II is
filled with pitfalls. Unless one had the opportunity for intimate contact with
both, the comparison is likely to be distorted. The effort in this direction by
Strecker and Appel l was creditably successful, except that it was presented
nearly 2 years before this war ended and necessarily lacked many of the facts
which are now beginning to stand out in some perspective. Therefore some
of the comparisons, especially those relating to health, will undoubtedly
change as time marches on.

Furthermore, the number of items which might be compared is so great
that no comparison can ever be complete. The chief source of information
about psychiatry in the last war is the remarkable "Volume X." 2

THE NATURE OF WARFARE

Certain background facts of the two wars are of major significance for
psychiatry. The differences in these facts account for most of the increase in
psychiatric casualties in the second war*

World War I                                        World War II

Approximately 3,5oo,ooo-man Army.       Slightly over 8,ooo,ooo-man Army.3
Number serving in Army, 4,451,000.*      Number serving in Army,

Duration, Apr. 6, 1917 to Nov. n,    Duration, Dec. 7, 1941 to Sept. 2, 1945.

1918. Approximately 18 months.               Approximately 44 months.

Fighting limited to trench warfare in    Mobile and foxhole fighting, global in

France.                                                    extent

1 Strecker, E. A., and Appel, K. E., Psychiatry in Modern Warfare, The Mactnillan Company,
New York, 1945,
2 For convenience, where the material was taken from Vol. X of The Medical Department of
the United States Army in the World War (War Department, U.S. Government Printing
Office, Washington, D.G, 1929) the page is shown. Other sources are indicated in the foot-
notes.
* Figures from Medical Statistics Division, Office of the Surgeon General, May i, 2946.
* Associated Press release of Apr. 10, 1947, gave this figure as the number of men and women
aeiviag in the Army between Nov. i, 1940 and July 31, 1946.
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